
www.vets4pets.com

Call 01934 631 777
141 Milton Road, Weston Super Mare, 
North Somerset, BS22 8AA
Open 8.30am-7pm Mon-Fri, 9am-12 noon Sat

That’s right, for just seventy pounds you can protect your pet for life! With any

vaccination course or annual booster, you can pay an additional £70 and get all

normal annual vaccinations for your pet free for the rest of their life*. So visit Weston-

Super-Mare Vets4Pets to make an appointment and let your pet enjoy a safer tomorrow.
*Subject to terms and conditions, see application form for details.

Protect your pet 
for life for just £70*

March 2008March 2008
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ALG ELECTRICS 
All work is certified to current legislation and 
comes with a three year warranty.
NAPIT - Full scope member. PART P registered
TRUSTMARK registered member
(Mobile 07932 186590)     822759
 
WHITE LODGE CRAFTS
Hand Crafted Cards & Knitted items
Marmalades, Jams, Chutneys
(Commissions taken)
Contact Rosalind Denton 822430

A. J. AUTOS
Unit 1, Wolvershill Industrial Units 824434
Banwell
Vehicle repairs & maintenance,
insurance work & M.O.T’s Arranged

MINI-DIGGER HIRE (1.5TONNES)
Self drive of operator
Daily, Weekly or Weekend rates
Free delivery Banwell area
Further information or advice
D Ruby mobile 07749 285471 823142

WOODCHARM FITTED BEDROOMS 
Made to measure and expertly fi tted.  
Wardrobes, chests of drawers and cupboards.  
Quality at competitive prices.  
Showroom 17 Lynx Crescent off 
Winterstoke Road.     414598

SMART SIGNS
Vehicle Graphics - Banners - Shop Fronts - Magnet-
ics - and more... Signs made to any specifi cation.
Unit 12, Knightcott Ind Est, Banwell.
Mobile 07074 824300 or  824300 
Visit our website www.smart-signs.co.uk 

JPS TILING
Tiling Specialist from Spain
15 years experience - no job too small
Used by Yoji in St James Street, Weston
mobile 0784 5077004               820806

GARDEN NEEDS & HOME NEEDS
4 North Road
For all your garden and home maintenance
tree felling, hedge cutting, whatever you need!!
Call Andy  824105

Local Traders

St Andrew’s Mothers’ Union

Lent Lunches

In

The Village Hall

6th & 13th March

12:30pm - 1:30pm

Cost £2

All Are Welcome
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WESTCOAST INTERIORS
KITCHENS AND BEDROOMS
Showroom: Unit 2, Wolvershill Industrial Units
off Wolvershill Road, Banwell   820025
Sliding mirror wardrobes made to measure.

DELICIOUS
West Street, Banwell
Fish and Chips & Chinese Take Away meals
Extensive menu 
For people who enjoy good food  823050

BANWELL POST OFFICE
24 West Street, Banwell. BS29 6DB  822244 
Support your local ‘Community Award Winning’ 
Post Offi ce, the only village banking facility. 
The ‘One Stop Post Shop’ for all your greetings 
cards, postal and stationery requirements.

FREE WELLNESS EVALUATION
Optimise your nutrition for weight control, 
increased energy and better health.
For more information or to book your compli-
mentary Wellness Evaluation, call Guy
www.herbal-health.org.uk                     824417

PLASTERING AND 
BUILDING MAINTENANCE
Steven Sherwood BA(Hons)
Telephone: 820695/07958 021303
for quotes and advice on all building restoration.

PAINTER & DECORATOR
High quality guaranteed
30 years experience
fully insured - free estimates
Mike Worrall. 07747 102287  823696

WILL WRITING SERVICE
Wills professionally prepared in the privacy of
your home.
Fixed fees include advice and Instruction
taking: £75 single  £93 husband and wife.
Tel.: David READ Services on  513489

STEPHEN BENNETT & SON, BICSc 
The Knoll, Wint hill, Banwell, BS29 6NG. Com-
mercial contract cleaners. Specialist carpet and 
upholstery cleaners.
Certifi ed pest controllers.
(Mobile 07889 981019)   Tel & Fax  822347

BROWN ENVY 
Mobile Spray Tanning   
A perfect fl awless tan in the privacy of your own 
home. Discounts available for party bookings. 
For appointments and enquiries ring Sandra on 
Mobile 07899667126 or  822314

BANWELL VILLAGE PHARMACY 820944
Next Banwell Surgery, Westfi eld Rd.Fax 823869
Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri 9-1pm & 2-6pm, Thurs 9-
2pm, Sat 9-12. Comprehensive medicines and 
NHSvprescription service. Open to all including
patients at other surgeries.

A. E. & S. M. VICKERY
26 West Street 822412
Family Butchers
We can supply your weekly meat or
fi ll your freezer.

BANWELL ACTIVITY TOYS CENTRE
Shirley Davies, Eastermead Farm 823926
Top quality range of TP garden swings, slides,
climbing frames, toboggans, trampolines,
tractors and trailers, farms and forts, wooden 
dolls houses and furniture. Lots in stock

WORLE GLASS
WINDOWS & JOINERY
Unit 7, Worle Industrial Estate,
Oueensway, Worle.  515470
For all your new work and replacements.

MOBILE HAIR CARE AND DESIGN
by Khanitha Masters B.A.(drama)
Fully qualifi ed to create and care for YOUR 
beautiful hair style to suit your individual fea-
tures. Competitive rates. Wedding and special 
event styling with a “different look”.      822367

N E PLUMBING AND HEATING
For your local Corgi registered plumber  
and heating engineer:- 
Ring Nick on 07707 069 726 or 822932

FURNITURE REPAIR AND RESTORATION.
Furniture Repairs; 
Antique Restoration; Cabinet Making.
Free estimates.     820426

BANWELL CASTLE
B&B. Cream Teas   822263
Pre booked restaurant              824826
Parties, Pig Roasts, Bar-B-Que’s
Civil Weddings on site  

NORTH SOMERSET COUNCILLORS
Tony Lake 852400
Ann Harley 842069
Tim Mater   Highfi eld Kennels  822372

KNIGHTCOTT MOTORS
Knightcott   822335
For new and quality used cars
and light commercials.

Shop Locally
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CONTACTS   Tel.
Church of England. The PCC Secretary, The Coach House, East Street, Banwell 822320
Methodist. Revd. Sam, Wesley Manse, Dinghurst Rd, Churchill 852314
Roman Catholic. Revd. Fr. Tibor Szende, The Presbytery, Tweentown, Cheddar 742564
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Prayer
The Church families of St. 
Andrew’s and Banwell Meth-
odist Church will be praying 
for the people in your area on 
the following Sundays.

March
 9th Knightcott Park
 16th Knightcott Road
 23rd Littlefi elds Avenue
 30th Littlefi elds Rise
April
 6th Littlefi elds Road
 13th Moor Road
If you have any special prayers or concerns, 
whether for yourself, one of your family or 
for a neighbour (e.g. someone who is sick: 
getting married: seeking employment: going 
away to work or college: or in any kind of 
trouble or diffi culty), please ring one of the 
following numbers either to have a chat, or 
leave a message, or make an appointment for 
one of us to visit you, or vice versa.
St Andrew’s: Dinah Harrison  822344
Methodist: The Revd. Sam 852314

Banwell Playgroup for rising 3s-5yr. olds meets Monday to Friday during term-time 9.00am - 11.30am. For 
more information please contact the Playgroup on 823404 or Wendy Lloyd 820605.

Baby/Toddler Group meets every Friday morning 9.30am -11.45am. at the Scout Hut. 
Contact Gareth Thomas 823177

Banwell Scout Group: Beavers, Cubs and Scouts. Peter Bradbury, Group Scout Leader 01934 822719

Banwell Fish Scheme: Chairman Mrs Dinah Harrison 822344. Lift Co-ordinator Mrs G Boddy 823621. 

Village Hall Booking Secretary: Mr David Westlake 30 Knightcott Road, Banwell. Tel: 822433.

Youth & Community Centre Booking Secretary: Nicola Hooper (Parish Clerk) 812567, 
email clerk@banwell.org

Methodist School Room Hire Bookings Tel: 822873 or 822066

Banwell-Potigny Twinning Assoc. Contact Jeanne Evans 823878

Banwell Bridge Club Contact: Roger Boland Tel: 820615 or Meg Tillotson Tel: 823252

BANWELL
BEAT 

SURGERIES
0900 – 1000 HOURS
Village Hall, Banwell

14 March 2008
11 April 2008
9 May 2008

27 June 2008

Please take this opportunity to come along 
if you have any queries or concerns

PC 2307 ADRIAN WOOLACOTT
PCSO 7369 MAGGIE EVANS

TEL: 01934 638123 
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ST. ANDREW’S
   8.00 am Holy Communion
   10.00 am Family Eucharist  
   3.30 pm Evensong
1st Sunday 3.30 pm BCP Eucharist 
   7.15 pm Young at Heart

17th    7.30 pm    Compline  

18th    7.30 pm    Compline

20th   6.30 pm Maundy Thursday United Service

 21st     2.00 pm  Good Friday    Last Hour Of the Cross        

23rd 10.00 am Easter Day Easter Egg Hunt                         

METHODIST

   10.30 am Morning Service & Sunday School
   6.30 pm Evening Service
16th    10.30 am    Palm Sunday  Rev. Sam
                       6.30 pm     Rev. Roly Sims

20th 6.30 pm Maunday Thursday United Service at St Andrew’s

21st     11.00 am  Good Friday    Followed by a soup lunch.

23rd        10.30 am  Easter Day  Rev. John Hayward.
             6.30 pm   Rev. Carol Chaplin

ROMAN  CATHOLIC Cheddar
Sunday 9.00 am Mass 

Services In Our Churches

ALL WELCOME

To advertise in this magazine give our  advertisement manager 

Mike Hebden 
a call on 823517 to discuss your requirements
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Please note our 
email address & 

website
theeditor@banwellparishnews.org.uk

www.banwellparishnews.org.uk

From the Registers
Funerals
February 2008
14th    Marie Florence Thomas  (Flory)

C V GOWER & SON
INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

   

All localities covered    
24hr. Service every day    
Distance and Overseas Funerals     
Pre-paid Funeral Plans    
Private Chapel of Rest    
Green Funerals arranged  

Winscombe (01934) 842945 
The Square, 
Winscombe, 

Somerset BS25 1BS

Gardening Tips 
for March
Feed seedlings before nutrients in the com-
post become exhausted.  Mulch beds and 
borders while soil is moist to reduce water-
ing and weeding later in the year.  Sow seeds 
of summer bedding plants.  Thin hardy annu-
als and vegetables sown in the open ground 
before they become crowded and compete 
with each other.  Divide congested clumps 
of border perennials before they make a lot 
of growth.  Prune roses as soon as possible. 
Start spraying fruit trees such as apples and 
pears.  Be strict about pest control in the 
greenhouse.

Gardening Club 
News
At our fi rst meeting of 2008, Chris Cudlipp 
gave a very interesting and entertaining 
talk on growing vegetables.  He explained 
the system of crop rotation, and the rea-
sons behind it.  Crops are rotated annually 
between three beds to reduce risk of pests 
and diseases developing in the soil, and to 
make sure each crop type is provided with 
its ideal growing conditions.  Chris also 
gave us a series of tips and hints on showing 
vegetables, which will come in handy for 
the Spring Show, which is coming up on 
March 29th.  Our next meeting will be on 
27th March, when a speaker from Sanders 
Garden World will be talking about new and 
unusual plants.  Visitors and new members 
are welcome.  For more information please 
contact the Club secretary, Eleanor Baker, 
on 824021.
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ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH

BANWELL

“STORYTIME”
For young children

Coffee and chat for Mums and Dads

Monday 24th March
10.00 am

Please come and join us 
All welcome

Reception Class
In Reception we have been reading Postman Pat and have been helping 
him solve all his problems, from sorting parcels to fi nding Jess’ lost cousin. 
Postman Pat is a very helpful man and we went on a trip to the Post Offi ce 

to fi nd out what happens to our letters when we send them. We wrote letters to ourselves, 
brought stamps and then posted them. It was great when they came through our doors in 
the post. We also had a Post Offi ce in our classroom.

“We posted our letters.” Neve.

“I liked posting our letter.” Thomas.

“I liked the post box.” Victoria.

 

“I l iked the 
post box that 
we made in our 
class.” Joe.

 

“I saw the dog. I liked it.” Lucas.

“I liked seeing the dogs and posting my letter.” 
Toula-May.

“I liked the two dogs. I’ve been to the post 
offi ce before.” Heath.
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Mothers’ Union 
Our speaker for January was our Deanery 
President Mrs Elizabeth Green who gave 
a report on the Mothers’ Union General 
Meeting held in Liverpool’s Anglican Ca-
thedral on June 20th 2007; attended by 
3,000 people.

After a keynote speech by Worldwide 
President Rosemary Kempsell on injustice 
in the third world, each unit co-ordinator 
presented their unit’s report. In the UK over 
1,000 Mothers’ Union members are volun-
teers working in 90 prisons to strengthen 
faith and family life for prisoners and their 
families. This work is mirrored in Ireland, 
Nigeria, Uganda, the Solomon Islands and 
West Africa. Much is also done to help 
families through schemes like “Away from 
it All Holidays” to help families leave stress 
behind for a time. In Sub Sahara Africa 
over 30,000 people have benefi ted through 
Mothers’ Union Literacy and Numeracy 
programmes and discussions about relation-
ships helping families to overcome poverty 
and marital breakdown. Mothers’ Union 
members are also involved in supporting 
families through parenting groups; working 
in Women’s refuges; providing necessities 
for mother’s and children who often arrive 
without any possessions; and  supplying  
tiny garments for premature babies. We have 
a representative in the United Nations, and 
have been active at the Commission on the 
status of women, lobbying for gender equal-
ity in both families and communities.

Mothers’ Union has a growing member-

ship of 3.6million Christian women and 
men united in their commitment to support 
family life. Members volunteer practical 
support and policy-driven advocacy at a 
local and international level, reaching out 
to those who are isolated, in trouble or in 
need of help.

The fi ve objectives of the Mothers’ Union 
are:

To uphold Christ's teaching on the nature 
of marriage and to promote its wider un-
derstanding.

To encourage parents to bring up their chil-
dren in the faith and life of the church.  

To maintain a worldwide fellowship of 
Christians united in prayer, worship and 
service. 

To promote conditions in society favour-
able to stable family life and the protection 
of children.

To help those whose family life has met 
with adversity.

Our February speaker was Mr Eric Small 
who told us of his early life, and was so 
interesting and entertaining that he has 
promised to return next year and continue 
the story.

Our March meeting will be our AGM.

On April 9th Barry Mather will be speak-
ing about “Russia, a Journey by Water, St 
Petersburg to Moscow”.

All welcome 
Gloria Boddy

Copy for the next issue by the 21st March
EDITOR: Dave Colbourne, The Gate House, East Street, Banwell. Tel.822902

ADVERTISEMENT MANAGER: Mike Hebden, 1 Chestnut Close. Banwell. Tel.823517
theeditor@banwellparishnews.org.uk
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Banwell Gardening Club 

Spring Show
The Banwell Gardening Club Spring 
Show is being held in the Village Hall on 
Saturday 29th March 2008.

There will be exhibits of Spring Flowers, 
Crafts and a Baking Section, and of course 
the Children’s Section, which means there 
should be something of interest for every-
one.

Exhibits from all amateur gardeners in the 
village are welcome. You can download 
entry forms by clicking onto the garden-
ing club website www.banwell.info/ go 
to community directory & scroll down to 
gardening club website.  Entry forms can 
also be picked up from the library, Vickerys, 
or telephone the Show Secretary, Jude Long 
820769. 

Exhibits should be taken to the Village Hall 
between 8.30am – 10.00 am on the morning 
of the show. Judging starts at 10.15am.

Doors are opened to the public for viewing 
at 2.30pm and in the afternoon there will be 
tea, coffee and home made cakes and a raf-
fl e, so come along and join in the fun.

Trophies will be presented at approx. 4pm. 
to the winning exhibitors.

We look forward to seeing you there. Bring 
your friends and family to support your vil-
lage Spring Show.

Visit HQ
Forthcoming Visits To Communications 
And The Force Service Centre At Police 
Headquarters, Portishead 

If you have never visited HQ then this could 
be your opportunity – see what happens 
when members of the public ring in.  Places 
are still available on the following dates:

Thursday 13th March 2008

Thursday 29th May 2008

Thursday 17th July 2008

Thursday 11th September 2008

Thursday 13th November 2008

Each visit runs from 7.00 pm – 9.00pm, with 
tea/coffee offered from 6.30pm, and consists 
of a presentation in the lecture theatre by a 
senior offi cer from the department, followed 
by visitors splitting into groups of about ten 
to tour the various elements of the Force 
Service Centre and the Communication De-
partment.  (The latter depends on operational 
commitments).  The evening usually ends 
around 9.15pm - 9.45pm depending on the 
interest of each group.

To book a place contact Harriette Dottridge: 
Harriette.Dottridge@avonandsomerset.
police.uk or ring  01275 816850.

You will need to provide your name, daytime 
telephone number, registration number of 
the vehicle you will be using and any special 
requirements (eg disabled parking/access).  

You never really learn to swear until you 
learn to drive. You never learn to pray 
until your kids learn to drive.

A recession is a period in which you 
tighten up your belt. A depression is a 
time in which you have no belt to tighten. 
When you have no trousers to hold up, 
it's a panic.
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Communications
During the last fi ve months your Parish 
Council has been running a 4 page spread 
in this magazine so that you can read in 
an informal way what is happening in the 
Parish. 

As a way of improving communication, it 
would be very helpful to have your feed-
back on this and on our other channels of 
information-giving. This feedback will help 
us to concentrate on the areas in need of 
improvement. 

Please complete the short questionnaire 
in this magazine and post it in the Parish 
Post Box situated in our village Post Of-
fi ce within the next two weeks ( see picture 

below ) Alternatively, you can email your 
response by going onto the PC’s website 
and forwarding it to the Clerk. 

Thanking you in anticipation.

Parish Council
Website: www.banwellparishcouncil.co.uk

Parish Clerk:  clerk@banwellparishcouncil.
co.uk          tel. 01934 812567

Vacancies - Parish Councillors for 
Banwell

Community, Parish and Town Councils are 
the part of local government closest to the 
people. They serve the smallest area and 
are responsible for the most local of mat-
ters. Very importantly, these councils can 
“precept” raising a sum collected with the 
council tax each year to improve facilities 
and services for local people.

These individual powers include the provi-
sion and maintenance of community trans-
port schemes, traffi c calming measures, lo-
cal youth projects, tourism activities, leisure 
facilities, car parks, village greens, public 
lavatories, litter bins, street lighting, street 
cleaning, burial grounds, allotments, bus 
shelters, commons, open spaces, footpaths, 
bridleways and crime reduction measures.

Community, Parish and Town Councils 
can also comment on planning applications 
– they are statutory consultees (they have 
to be consulted if they so wish) and can be 
represented at public inquiries.

By now you are probably getting excited 
enough to apply, so contact Mrs Nicky 
Hooper - Parish Clerk on 01934 812567 or 
email:  clerk@banwellparishcouncil.co.uk 
for the appropriate form. It would help if you 
could attach a short letter with a little of your 
background in it to give your application a 
more personal touch. 

We look forward to lots of responses.

David Elsey
Chair - PC
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Children & Youth Committee
As most are aware, the Banwell Recrea-
tional Area is going to have a make-over. 
We have a few hurdles to overcome before 
work can commence, including the cost for 
development, which will exceed the funds 
we have available. So we are looking to 
Sport England and The Big Lottery Fund to 
help assist with our funds. By the time you 
read this a fi rst stage application will have 
been submitted to both funds. This stage 
can take up to a month before a response 
is received. 

If successful, a second stage request for 
funds will be placed and this process can 
take three months to complete. If this second 
stage is successful the recreation area will 
go ahead as planned.

All is not lost if funding is not granted. We 
will have to scale down your requirements 
and carry on with the development targeting 
the important areas.

In the meantime we will be cutting the 
hedges, attending to the trees, cutting the 
grass and generally tidying up of the area.

BUT we need YOUR help. The Children & 
Youth Committee needs parishioners to join. 
Any age welcome as all help is appreciated, 
If interested, call the Parish Clerk on 01934 
812567 or email on  clerk@banwellparish-
council.co.uk 

Finally, check out the plans on the North 
Somerset On Line Planning Portal. Ap-
plication  number 07/P/0598/F. Show your 
children, show everyone, let us know what 
you think, email the Clerk as to your opinion 
as this will all help to build the case for the 
second stage funding.

Richard Griffi n                                                                                                          
Co Chair - Children & Youth Committee

Cemetery Committee
The Cemetery "Tidy-up Day" was a great 
success with about twelve people giving up 
their Sunday morning even though, when we 
started, the dead fl owers were still frozen in 
their pots.

As the morning warmed up everyone got 
busy and filled eleven green bags with 
leaves and green waste from around the 
cemetery.

The Parish Council would like to thank all 
the people who gave a helping hand and it 
was nice to see a couple of new faces, so spe-

cial thanks 
to Russell 
a n d  L i z 
a n d  Ti m 
and Victo-
ria for their 
help. 

S o m e 
Counc i l -
lors have 
said in the 

past it's always the "same old faces" who 
get involved, but here is the proof that vol-
unteers are getting younger. 

Peter Shipton
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BANWELL PARISH COUNCIL
Communication - response form
Please tick relevant boxes

Do you feel you are kept informed on what your Parish Council does?

   Yes                       

If  Yes  where do you get your information from?

 Parish Council Website 

Village Branch Library 

Banwell Parish News 

Parish Notice Board 

Parish Clerk 

Parish Councillors 

by word of mouth 

other - please state  

If  No  please give your reasons

Please detach this page and post it into the green Parish 
Post Box found in our village Post Offi ce (right hand side - 
service counter)
Or

email your response to clerk@banwellparishcouncil.co.uk 

     No  
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Pet Sitter
Do you worry that your pets will pine 

away in 
kennels 
w h e n 
you go 
a w a y ?  
I  a m 
Heather 
R o g -
e r s ,  a 
Banwell 

resident, and have a BTEC National Di-
ploma in Animal Management. I have many 
years of experience looking after a variety 
of different animals and have been a foster 
carer for the RSPCA.  Unfortunately I am 
unable to accommodate any more pets at 
home, but will visit or even stay at your 
home to care for your pets.  References 
supplied.  Please telephone 01934 824461 
for further details.

Do you know 
where your 
child is?
In recent weeks there has been an escalation 
of nuisance and rowdy behaviour within 
the village. Young people have been found, 
in some cases, to be drinking alcohol and 
causing alarm to residents. Naturally, this is 
of concern to both the Police and villagers.  

We would ask parents to be a little more 
inquisitive about the whereabouts of their 
own children; to reaffi rm boundaries, check 
where they’re going and what time they are 
expected to return.  As you are probably 
aware, children invariably tell you what you 
want to hear in terms of their whereabouts, 
therefore, be a little more sceptical and 
check up on them once in a while.  

Children are exposed to many dangers - 
you only have to see the headlines to see 
evidence of that. We would rather not see 
children getting into trouble on the streets or, 
more importantly, at risk from some preda-
tor. It is so easy for young children particu-
larly, to mix with the wrong crowd and to 
be infl uenced or bullied into situations that 
could lead to antisocial behaviour. Please be 
a bit more curious when your children are 
out and about. Make sure you know where 
they are, who they are with and what they 
are up to. If in doubt check!

The Police, and other professional agen-
cies, are there to help so please contact us 
if you have any worries or concerns about 
your child. 

PC 2307 ADRIAN WOOLACOTT
PCSO 7369 MAGGIE EVANS
TEL:  01934 638123

Pancake Trophy
Does anyone know the whereabouts of the 
trophy?

It comprises of a small copper and brass 
frying pan fi xed to a board. Past winners 
are recorded on the face. It is several years 
since the last fi ercely fought competition. 
Perhaps we could have an event next year.
If you are the present champions and proudly 
display the trophy in your house would you 
contact Wally Rice 01934 822465

The measure of a man’s real character is 
what he would do if he knew he would never
be found out. 

Thomas Babington Macaulay
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WSM Digital 
Camera Club
Budding photographers of all levels of 
experience are welcome to come along to 
our club held in Banwell Village Hall every 
Tuesday evening from 7.30 pm – 10.00 pm.   
The club was set up last year to provide 
people who have an  interest in photography, 
with an opportunity to pick up tips and to 
learn how to get the best out of their digital 
camera,  whether it is a mobile phone cam-
era, a point and shoot or a DSLR.

We have regular training sessions using 
various software such as Photoshop and 
Lightroom, enabling members to get the 
best out of their images.

We have a full programme of events for 
the year which can be seen at our website  
www.wsmdcc.co.uk along with a selection 
of photos taken by our members.  For more 
details telephone Roz de-Layen Vian on 
07775 647936 after 6 pm.

Banwell 
& District 
Volunteer Fire 
Unit
Although this year has been ‘quiet’ for the 
unit, the monthly 200 Club draws have 
taken place and the list of winners listed on 
the newsletter given to members. The top 
prize of £150.00 was a particularly nice new 
years present to one club member. We aim 
to continue with this essential fund raiser for 
another year and will soon be canvassing old 
and hopefully new members inviting them to 
rejoin for a further twelve months. For just 
one pound a month you have the chance to 
win each month prizes of £30.00, £20.00 
and £15.00

The Unit would like to thank everyone who 
gave donations at the recent Banwell Fair 
event in the Fire Station. This money is to 
be used to help towards the general station 
maintenance costs.

 Should you be involved with a group that 
would like to consider using the Fire Station 
building for a display (or other purpose) or  
if you would like to join the 200 Club, then 
please contact 820141 or 823517 for details 
or an application form.

Our Banwell
Parishioners will soon be receiving an OUR 
BANWELL yellow leaflet through their 
letterbox. This will request their views on 
Banwell, asking what they feel strongly 
about and would like tackled over a period of 
time or what they feel positive about. These 
answers will help the steering committee 
formulate a larger questionnaire which will 
be sent out September time.

If anyone wishes to attend an OUR BAN-
WELL meeting, please come along on the 
19 Mar 7.30pm in the Scout/Guide hut or 
check out www.bpp.ukgo.com for more info 
on Parish Plans.

The art of taxation consists in so plucking 
the goose as to obtain the largest amount 
of feathers with the least possible amount 
of hissing. 

Attributed to J B Colbert.
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Play Pod
Update On The Session Held At Half 
Term

I organised this session in conjunction with 
North Somerset Council’s Rob Warren, the 
Project Development Worker, so that he and 
the play rangers could meet the local young 

people to get their ideas for the pods’ use 
and what sort of games and equipment they 
would like.  

The morning went well although we could 
have done with more young people.  Those 

that did come were a little bewildered at fi rst 
as to what the session and the pod was all 
about but were enthusiastic after learning 
more from Rob, Sam and Scot.  The rangers 
took the young people out into the park and 
got them involved in various games which 
did wonders for their colour!  They came 

in rosy-cheeked and hungry.  After all that 
exercise they practically polished off the 
food that was provided by courtesy of the 
constabulary.

Whilst the pod won’t be put into place im-
mediately, the rangers will be appearing 
shortly to get the play going by doing two 
afternoons a week after school.  Hopefully, 
there will be so much activity that your chil-
dren will be drawn in – do encourage them!  
The rangers’ timetable is being compiled at 
the moment and you will know in due course 
when they start in the village.

Some of the children were camera shy but I 
managed to get some of them to have their 
photo taken with me.

Maggie Evans
PCSO 7369

Five & Twenty
A well-worn fi ve-pound note and a similarly 
distressed twenty-pound note arrived at 
the Bank of England to be retired.  As they 
moved along the conveyor belt to be burnt, 
they struck up a conversation.

The twenty-pound note mused: “I’ve had a 
pretty good life.  Why, I’ve been to London 
and Las Vegas and Hong Kong and even a 
cruise to the Caribbean”.

“Wow!” said the fi ver.  “You’ve had a really 
exciting time!”

“So tell me,” said the twenty, “where have 
you been?”

The fi ve-pound note replied, “Oh, I’ve been 
to the Anglican Church, the Baptist Church, 
the Methodist Church, and once even to the 
United Reform Church……….”

The twenty-pound note interrupted, “What’s 
a church?”
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Priest Holes &
Secret Passages    
by Anne Bowring

When Elizabeth I became Queen, and re-
verted to Henry VIII’s Protestantism, many 
thousands of monks, nuns and priests fl ed 
to Europe, especially Belgium.   Although 
not as cruel as her sister Mary, Elizabeth 
did persecute Roman Catholics and priests 
were banned. She had an espionage service 
run by Walsingham, hunting RC priests. She 
eventually wanted religious freedom and 
hoped Catholicism would die. But after St 
Bartholomew’s Eve, when many Protestants 
were massacred in France, Walsingham and 
his ‘suivants’ became very good at fi nding 
priests.

Many of the grand families of England were 
Roman Catholic and did not wish to change 
their religion yet again and wanted to wor-
ship as before. Called Reticents, they were 
allowed to not attend the Church of England 
services if they paid a fi ne which eventually 
amounted to as much as £20.  During Eliza-
beth’s reign, much of the land belonging to 
these large houses had to be sold to pay off 
these fi nes and, if they wanted their children 
brought up as Roman Catholics, they had 
to send them to Europe for their education 
where the monks ran schools.

In order to serve this need, priests were 
forced to came back into the country through 
various secret routes and they were hidden 
in the large houses.  Most houses had only 
one hide but Harvington Hall had several, 
and these survived two hundred years of 
neglect whilst the house deteriorated.  Dur-
ing Elizabeth’s reign, the owner was Hum-
phrey Packington, a Reticent.   Packington 
changed the house to accommodate priests’ 

holes together with smaller hiding places 
where  religious items could be hidden.  
If priests or religious effects were found, 
the people could be imprisoned or even 
executed.  

Earlier hides became easy to fi nd.  Some-
times they were built at the side of fi replaces.  
Often they were situated beside the the toilet 
area.  One in Harvington Hall is over the 
bread oven and under the toilet.  The front 
of the house has two front doors, one led 
to the beer store and kitchen area and took 
you away from the main stairs, confusing 
any searchers.  In the medieval part of the 
house, there is a hide under the fl oor of the 
passage to the north tower.  Sometimes, 
priests had to spend as long as two weeks 
in a hole but could speak through a hole in 
the wall. Suivants would measure rooms 
both inside and out,  and if it didn’t tally, 
they ripped the house apart and poked sticks 
down into gaps.

Father Garnet was sent from Belgium on a 
mission to Hindley Hall, in Worcester with 
the aim of bringing Roman Catholicism to 
England.  Priests could pose as Tutors as 
they were always well educated.   He asked 
Packington to use Harvington Hall as a 
depot for incoming priests, and from there 
they would move on into the countryside. 
The whole of Middle England was staunch 
Roman Catholic at this time.

Hindley Hall had 
eleven hides.  Ni-
cholas Owen, a car-
penter, became Gar-
net’s servant and he 
was responsible for 
many of the hides in 
the house.  He built 
a grand staircase by 
day, and hides by 
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Village Websites
St Andrew’s Church – www.standrewsbanwell.org.uk
Contact: Dinah Harrison, email: pccsecretary@standrewsbanwell.org.uk

Banwell Village Website – www.banwell.info 
Contact: Graham Found, email: graham@banwell.info Tel:822619

Banwell Parish Council Website –  www.banwellparishcouncil.co.uk
Contact: Mrs Nicola Hooper – clerk@banwellparishcouncil.co.uk 

The Friends of Banwell Primary School Website – www.banwell.info/friends

Westfi eld Residents Assoc - www.westfi eld.banwell.info
email; westfi eld@banwell.info

Banwell Bowling Club Website – www.banwellbowlsclub.com

Banwell Royal British Legion Website – www.rbl.banwell.info

Banwell Baby and Toddler Group – www.geocities.com/banwellbabytoddlers

night.   Double hides led suivants to believe 
the obvious front hole was for family wealth, 
and didn’t fi nd the actual hole behind it.   
One hide was in the banqueting hall, over 
the doorway, another in the fi replace.  On the 
third fl oor, one could step up into the roof 
space to a hide.  Another double hide is in 
the school in the grounds.  Some boys play-
ing in the ruins found it.  Many of the fi rst 
hides were behind bookcases in the library 
and priests could be bolted in.

Nicholas Owen and Father Garnet were 
captured around the time of the Gunpowder 
Plot, although they were not involved in the 
plot themselves.  They were hidden in a hide 
and heard the patrols marching around the 
house at regular intervals.  After two weeks, 
they decided to leave for food and walked 
straight into the patrol.  Nicholas was put on 
the rack where he died.  He suffered with a 
hernia which split and killed him.               

Pat Corbett

Seniors Club
We are so pleased Spring is on its way 
as we have many members ill with colds.
It was diffi cult for us to keep warm in that 
cold wind and the hard frosts.

We had a successful Christmas Party last 
year, much enjoyed by all. Last month, we
celebrated Valentine Day with a party and, 
as it was Derrick Bird’s birthday, we had a
delicious cake to share with everyone.

We have had four new members join 
our Club, and they will have lots of
entertainment and some coach trips to look 
forward to through the coming year. If
anyone has a free Thursday afternoon, 
(2.30p.m. - 4.00p.m.) we would be most
pleased to make you welcome.

D. GREEN.
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Vine Counselling
A huge thank you to everyone who helped to raise the roof on Banwell Village Hall when 
Banwell Palace of Varieties took to the stage once more after an absence of ten years.  A 
superb evening was had by a full capacity audience who enjoyed a wonderful show which 

was produced and chaired by Chris Avery.  
Thanks also go to the many people who helped 
behind the scenes, including Gloria Boddy 
and her team, Sonia Mitchell, Banwell Village 
Hall Committee and StAndrew's Church PCCs 
in Banwell and Congresbury.  The evening 
raised £1,050 for Vine Counselling Services, 

which is a local charity 
based in Winscombe and 
Congresbury providing 
counselling appoint-
ments for people living 
in Banwell, Winscombe, 
Sandford, Churchill, 
Langford, Wrington, 
Congresbury and Yatton.  
To fi nd out more about 
the charity or to make 
an appointment please 
phone 01934-876377.
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ROBERT COMBER
HANDYMAN

For all small jobs in the house and garden,
Including - woodwork, plumbing, 
furniture repair and assembly.

Put up that shelf or paint that gate.
Need that extra hand?

Telephone 01934 513092
Mobile 07796 122485

E-mail : comberhandyman@aol.com

A New Seat
A new seat to commemorate the 10th An-
niversary of the Kathleen Jones Family
Charity.

The opportunity was taken to enhance the 
area adjacent to the war memorial, replacing
the existing seat with a more substantial 
one.

Tony Yarde and Wally Rice fi xing the re-
furbished seat..

T h e  f o u n d e r  o f  t h e  C h a r i -

ty Jack Jones with his fellow trustees
Roy Rice, Mike Hebden and Wally Rice
We also remember the contribution of Geoff 
Hebden a trustee for eight years.

End Of An Era!
Sue and Alan would like to thank all their 
customers for their loyal support over the 
last 26 years. They have enjoyed serving 
you whilst in business.

After 50 years in the butchery trade Alan 
has decided to retire and hang up his famous 
white coat. They will cease trading on Sat-
urday 30th March 2008. 

Alan & Sue Vickery
We wish them a long and happy retirement. Ed
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W H A T ’ S  O N  T H I S  M O N T H
MONDAY
10th 7.30 pm Parish Council * V.H.
17th 7.30 pm Compline * St. Andrews
24th 7.30 pm Parish Council * Methodist  
Hall
Weekly 10.00 am Keep Fit  * V.H.
Weekly 5.30 – 6.30 pm Beavers * Scout Hall
Weekly    6.00 - 8.45 pm         Beginners & Advanced Yoga                   *        V.H.

TUESDAY
11th 7.30 pm Banwell Flower Arranging Group
  “Getting ready for the Show” 
  Practice Evening - Sonia Mitchell * Methodist 
Hall
18th 7.30 pm Compline * St. Andrews
Weekly 10.00 am Mendip Art Group (term time only) * V.H.
Weekly 1.00 - 3.30 pm Playgroup * P. H.
Weekly 5.45 - 7.15 pm Brownies * V.H.
Weekly 7.00 - 9.00 pm Guides * Scout Hall
Weekly 7.30 pm Weston-super-Mare Digital Camera Club * V.H.

WEDNESDAY
5th & 19th  1.30  - 3.30 pm Baby Clinic * V.H.
12th 2.30 pm Mothers’ Union –  A.G.M. * V.H. 
12th 7.30pm Royal British Legion * Scout Hall
Weekly 7.30 pm       Bell Ringing Practice * St. Andrews
Weekly 8.00 pm       Banwell Sequence Dance Club * V.H.
Weekly 1.30 pm       Bridge Club * V.H.

THURSDAY
13th & 27th 10.00 am Banwell Short Mat Bowling *  V.H.
6th & 20th 7.30 pm               “        “       “        “       * V.H
13th  7.30 pm W.I.  Speaker: Mrs Thirza Ashelford
  “Norland Nurses”  * V.H.
20th 7.30 pm Maundy Thursday AGAPE & Service * St. Andrews
27th  7.30pm Gardening Club – Sanders Garden World
  New & Unusual Plants (plants for sale) * V.H.
Weekly       1.00 - 3.30pm Playgroup * P.H.
Weekly 2.30 pm             Seniors’ Club * V.H. 
Weekly 7.30 – 10.00 pm Youth Club (term time only) * Y.C.C.
Weekly 5.30 - 6.30 pm Rainbows * Scout Hall

FRIDAY
7th 2.00 pm Womens’ World Day of Prayer Service *  St. Andrews
14th 7.30 pm Archaeology  Society – Speaker: Margaret
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Abbreviations: * Visitors Welcome; V.H. Village Hall; M.H. Methodist Hall; 
P.H. Playgroup Hall; Y.C.C. Youth and Community Centre. 

  Flux “The Wellington Chest” * V.H.
21st 2.00 – 3.00 pm The Last Hour of the Cross * St. Andrews 
Weekly 9.30 - 11.45 am Baby/Toddler Group * Scout Hall
Weekly 6.30 – 7.45 pm Cubs * Scout Hall
Weekly 7.45 – 9.30 pm Scouts * Scout Hall

SATURDAY
29th 2.30 pm Spring Show * Village Hall

SUNDAY
Weekly 11.00 am Judo Club * Y.C.C.

W.I.
O n  T u e s d a y  5 t h  F e b r u -
a r y  w e  h a d  a  v e r y  e n j o y a b l e
trip to London. Our fi rst stop was the Palace of
We s t m i n s t e r ,  We  h a d  a n  e x -
c e l l e n t  g u i d e  t o  t a k e  u s
round and point out the historical places of
interest. Our MP  John Penrose met us after the
tour and spent about an hour with us answering
questions.

We then went on for our ride on the 
‘ L o n d o n   E y e ’ T h a t  r e a l l y  w a s 
an  exper i ence .  The  wea the r  was
kind and we all had a really good day out.
Our February speaker was Mrs. Ann  Bowering 
on Bayeux Tapestry. On March 13th we have
Mrs. Thirza Ashelford, her subject Norland
Nurses. All are welcome.

Size and shape
I went to the surgery for my yearly physical 
examination. The nurse started with the

basics. "How much do you weigh?" she 
asked. 

"Nine stone," I said. The nurse weighed me, 
and it said 12 stone.

"How tall are you?" she asked. 

"Five foot, seven inches," I said. The nurse 
measured me, and it said fi ve feet.

"How's your blood pressure?" she asked. 

"Fine," I said. She took it, and it was very 
high.

"No wonder!" I screamed. "Five minutes ago 
I was tall and thin. Now I'm short and fat!"

Why is it, when a door is open it's ajar, 
but when a jar is open, it's not a door?

Why is yawning contagious?

Why isn't the number 11 pronounced 
onety one?

You are not yourself today. I noticed the 
improvement immediately!
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John Irving
Funeral Directors

01934 822880
Independent Family Business

Serving the community 
for more than three generations

* 24hr personal service

* Home visits in any area

* Private Chapels of Rest

* Pre-payment Plans

Pennyard House
East Street

Banwell
BS29 6BW

Kate Hebden 
ICSF MSF

Designer Florist

Tel - 01934 842870
Mobile - 07960 479597

E-mail - katedasie@yahoo.co.uk

- Bridal Flowers - Venue  & Reception - Church Flowers -

A.R. THORNE (NPTC cert)

T R E E  S E R V I C E S
Tel: 01934 420142 Mob: 07765 406689

L O G S  F O R  S A L E ,  T R E E  F E L L I N G

S T U M P  G R I N D I N G ,  R E - S H A P I N G
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FREE QUOTATIONS
AND CONSULTATIONS

FULLY INSURED

Language
Some reasons why English is so diffi cult 
to learn:

1. The bandage was wound around the  
 wound.
2. The farm was used to produce 
 produce.
3. The dump was so full it had to refuse  
 any more refuse.
4. We must polish the Polish furniture.
5. He could lead if he could get the lead  
 out.
6. The soldier decided to desert his 
 dessert in the desert.
7. Since there is no time like the   
 present, he thought it was time to  
 present the present.
8. A bass was painted on the bass drum.

9. When shot at, the dove dove into the  
 bushes.
10. I did not object to the object.
11. The insurance was invalid for the  
 invalid.
12. There was a row among the oarsmen  
 about how to row.
13. They were too close to the door to  
 close it.
14. The buck does funny things when the
  does are present.
15. A seamstress and a sewer fell down
  into the sewer line.
16. To help with the planting, the farmer
  taught his sow to sow.
17. The wind was too strong to wind the
  sail.
18. After a number of injections, my jaw  
 got number.
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AQUABLAST (24hr DRAIN SERVICE) 
Hillend Farm, Hillend  824355
Low Rates, High Pressure Jetting.
Toilets, Sinks, Drains and Gutters Unblocked.
Drain Replacing. Root Cutting & 
Colour CCTV Surveys.

A. P. T. MOTORS 820663
Summer Lane, Banwell
Servicing, Repairs, M.O.T. 
New & Used Car Sales, 
Body Repairs, Insurance Work.
www.aptmotors.co.uk.

TOPAZ DESIGN & DECORATING
Let me help you create the look you’ve always 
wanted. Friendly advice with a professional 
decorating service.
Free consultation. References available.
Call Angie Nicoll on 07887 768214 or      823314

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR DECORATING   
Steve Price for all property maintenance.
Also fi tted kitchens etc.
No job to small.
mobile 07766 223970  or     820214

BANWELL NEWS
Ian, Jean & Paul at
36 West Street 822226
Newsagents, Confectioners, Tobacconists
and Grocers. Video library & National Lottery.

FOR ALL WASHING MACHINE AND
VACUUM CLEANER
Repairs and Service
Phone N.J. Kemp 823250

CARAVAN SALES & CALOR GAS
Davan Caravans Ltd. 510606
St. Georges, Weston-super-Mare

BANWELL GARDEN NURSERIES
Castle Hill Banwell 822246
Shrubs, Conifers, Fruit trees, Compost, Peat.
Wide range of garden sundries. Landscaping
service. Sheds, conservatories, stoneware,
slabs, Contact us fi rst for all gardening needs.

BANWELL DENTURE REPAIRS
Emergency and out of hours service
One-hour service by qualifi ed Dental technician
Replica dentures made
The old village Bakery, West Street        822158

DIGITAL T. V.
AERIAL &  SATELLITE SYSTEMS
Sky-Freeview & Freesat sold, 
installed and repaired.
Stuart Jack, AMIPRE 820028
33 High Street, Banwell

TREE SERVICE
Court Farm, Wrington, Somerset. 862229
Tree Surgery; Dangerous Trees; Tree Felling;
Conifer reduction; Hedge Trimming.
Free estimates. Fully insured (N. F. U.)
Hardwood Logs £70 a truckfull; double £130.

P J PLANT
All types of groundwork undertaken
Footings. Drains. Garden Excavations
Land drainage systems
No job too big or too small
PHIL NEWTON  mobile 07881 581157. 624743

ROOFCHECK - Roofi ng Contractors, 
All re-roofi ng repairs, replacement of fascias, 
soffi ts and guttering in PVC carried out promptly 
and expertly.
Member of the Guild of Builders and Contractors
Tel. Anytime 644430

GUITAR TUITION 
Classically trained guitarist teaches classical 
through pop. No guitar needed .
Also guitars bought and sold. Available as solo 
artist for parties, clubs and functions.  
Phone Terry 824552

REGISTERED OSTEOPATH 844764
Peter Everett, DO MRO
No. 6 Corner House
Woodborough Road Winscombe
24-hour service. Home visits by arrangement.

J&M CARPETS
Your local Carpet Specialist
Supply and Fit, Domestic and Contract
Free estimates, Planning and Home Selection 
service. (mobile   07905 421863) 820783

BANWELL STORES
Angie & Mani 38 West Street 822405
Bake N’ Bite, DVD & Video rental, 
Groceries, Fruit & Veg, Alcohol
Opening Hours Sun - Thur 8am to 8pm
Fri & Sat 8am t0 8.30pm

Keep Banwell Alive
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CHIROPODIST
David Anderson MBChA, MSSCh   750329  
Please ‘phone for an appointment or Home visit.  
Clinic held in Banwell Village Hall Wed. a.m.

BANWELL GARAGE MOTOR ENGINEERS
20 Knightcott Road, Banwell 823200
Servicing & repairs, all makes petrol/diesel.
MOT’s arranged. Breakdown & recovery serv-
ice. Welding and auto electrical work.
Competitive rates. Call Darcy Smith now.

QUALIFIED ELECTRICIAN
City & Guilds - 16th Edition Regs
Electrical Installations.
Extra Sockets Security lights etc.
Free quotes. No obligation. No VAT
Steve Insley (Mobile 07971 413603) 812709

BEAUTY THERAPY IN BANWELL
Waxing, manicures, pedicures, facials, lash tint-
ing and aromatherapy massage.
Gift Vouchers available.  City & Guilds
For appointments or enquiries ring Nicola on  
822422 / Mobile 07944 737406

HORIZON COMPUTERS 
109 High Street Worle 524664
Everything for the home and offi ce
Software – Consumables – Accessories –
Stationery all  unbeatable prices.
Custom Built Computers delivered & installed

HIGHFIELD KENNELS AND CATTERY 822372
High Street, Banwell
Mon – Sat 10am – 6pm.  Sun 10am – 2pm
Heated accommodation.  Family run Business
Delivery & Collection service.  Fully Insured
www.kennelandcattery.co.uk

TIMBER WORK BUILDINGS
Timber Yard, Shute Shelve, Cross.
Manufacturers, Top Quality Sheds,
Sunhouses, Workshops, Garages, 
Conservatories, Storm Porches.
Call and see, or phone 732396

BOULTERS OF BANWELL LTD.
Knightcott Banwell 822137
‘The Country Store that gives you more’
Garden Machinery. Tools and Workwear plus-
Outdoor Pursuits & Equestrian Equipment

CORONETTE COIFFURE & CLIPPERS
Ladies Hair Studio & Barbers
3 West Street, Banwell 823631
Hairdressing to suit all needs. Professional and
advanced City & Guilds qualifi ed stylists.
Est. 1974. Late night Fridays.

‘CHILLIES’
26 Church Street
Indian and English takeaway foods 
Finest currys in Banwell        822775 or 824920
FREE HOME DELIVERY (min order £10.00)

WINSCOMBE SOCIAL CLUB 842624
7 Sandford Rd, Winscombe (opp. free c/park)
New members welcome, £5 year membership.
Cheapest drinks in the area, live entertainment
1st & 3rd Sats, Bingo Sun eve. & Tues. eve.
Large hall & function rooms free to members.

THE ELMS B&B 
Wolvershill Road, Banwell 
offers guests a comfortable & luxurious stay.
Please telephone for enquiries 824925
or 07929 560 536
Visit  www.theelmsbedandbreakfast.co.uk

FOR ALL OCCASIONS
BUFFETS AND DINNER PARTIES
Weddings, birthdays, funerals, coming of age 
parties all catered for with delicious home-
cooked food from a  wide variety of menus.  
Ring Cheryl Laycock  - eve &  w/e  626483

LADY PAINTER / DECORATOR
has joined DPS Property Maintenance
Interior / Exterior decorating 
Plumbing / Electrical
Decking / Gardening. No job too small.
Mobile 07715 127951 824264

WEDDING AND EVENING GOWNS
Something special? Wedding and Evening
Gowns made to order.
Yvonne Sargent, The Caves, Banwell.  820516

BANWELL PARISH CLERK
Mrs Nicola Hooper
41 Moor Lane
Hutton, BS24 9QL
(Phone calls Mon-Fri 9am - 5pm)   812567
Email: clerk@banwellparishcouncil.co.uk

Support Local Traders
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